SOPGA Pace of Play Guidelines

The pace of play will be established using the suggestions of the USGA and, if necessary, adjustments by the Tournament Administrator and the Host Professional. 

The following are the Pace of Play Guidelines and the slow play penalty:

Rule 5.6 states, in part: “A player must not unreasonably delay play, either when playing a hole or between two holes.” The following pace of play guidelines have been adopted.

Definition of “Out of Position”

The first group to start will be considered out of position if, at any time during the round, the group exceeds the allotted time per hole as detailed on the applicable course’s Pace of Play Time Chart. 

Any subsequent group will be considered out of position if it (a) exceeds the allotted time per hole to play and (b) reaches any place where there is an open par-3 or par-4 hole, or when the preceding group is on the putting green of a par-5 hole when the group in question is on the teeing ground. 

Informing and Monitoring Group

Immediately after all players have left the teeing ground, but before any subsequent strokes have been played, a Rules Official will inform a group that is out of position and that they will be monitored and timed. 
Timing

The timing of a player’s stroke will begin when he/she has had a reasonable opportunity to reach his ball, it is his/her turn to play, and he/she can play without interference or distraction. 

Except on the putting green, if a player has reached his/her ball, and it is his/her turn to play and there are no distractions, timing will begin after he has had reasonable time to select his club. Any time spent determining yardages will count as part of the time taken for the next stroke. 

On the putting green, timing will begin after a player has been allowed a reasonable amount of time to lift, clean, and mark his ball, repair his ball mark and other marks on his line of putt and remove any loose impediments on his line of putt. 

Note: An extra 10 seconds will be allowed for:

(a) the first player to play from the teeing ground on a Par 3 hole
(b) the first player to play a second stroke on a par 4 hole or a par 5 hole

(when attempting to reach the putting green) 

(c) the first player to play a third stroke on a par 5 hole or

(d) the first player to play on or around the putting green

Penalties

Any player in a group out of position who exceeds 40 seconds to play his stroke on two occasions will be informed as soon as practicable that he has been penalized one stroke. If the player in question exceeds 40 seconds to play a stroke on one more occasion (a total of three), he will be informed as soon as practicable that he has been penalized an additional two strokes. If a player in question exceeds 40 seconds to play a stroke on one more occasion, he will be informed as soon as practicable that he has been disqualified. 

Note: Any previous timing exceeding 40 seconds will be disregarded if the player is not penalized and the group in question regains its position. 

When a player has been penalized and group in which he is playing regains its proper position and subsequently falls out of position again, the player will be penalized if he exceeds 40 seconds to play a stroke on two occasions. 

Summary of Penalties

First Offense:

Two Occasions exceeding 40 seconds to play a stroke – 

One stroke penalty

Second Offense:
One more occasion (a total of three) exceeding 40 seconds to play a stroke – Two stroke penalty

Subsequent Offense:
One more occasion exceeding 40 seconds to play a stroke - Disqualification
Any and all discussion regarding rules violations are to be put in writing by the Rules Officials and handed to the Tournament Administer to be put on file. 

Notations of any penalties assessed should be put in writing and follow the same procedures as above. 

Any appeal of a penalty must be referred to the onsite Tournament Official immediately upon completion of a player’s round. The Tournament Director’s decision shall be final. 

In the administration of these Pace of Play guidelines, a member of the Rules Committee shall not tolerate abuse, oral or otherwise, by a player. Such abuse may constitute conduct unbecoming a professional. 

